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2 Trxss, ii. 16, 17. 


Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
and God even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and hath given us 


everlaſting Conſolation, and good 
Hope, through Grace, comfort your 
Hearts, and flabliſh you in every 
good Word and Work. 


T is ſuppoſed that the Apoſtle Paul 


was the firſt whom Gon commiſſioned 

to carry the glad Tidings of the Goſpel 

of his dear Son to Theſſalonica, which was 
at that time a very populous and flou- 
riſhing City, and the Metropolis of all Ma- 
cedonta, whither the Apoſtle was invited in 
a very extraordinary way to preach the 
Goſpel ; Acts xvi. 9. Here, as in various 
other Cities, he diſpenſed the Goſpel of 
the Grace of Gop with Freedom, Boldneſs 
A 2 | and 


( 4 ) 
and Succeſs ; ſo that many, both Jews and 
Greeks, thereby believed through Grace; 
and the Loxp by his Miniftrations laid 
the Foundation of a Goſpel Church there. 
But alas! as ſoon as the Word of the Loxp 
ran and was glorified in the Conviction 
of Sinners, and their Converſion to Gop, 
the Enmity and Rage of Satan was ſtirred 
thereby, ſo that through the Envy of 
the unbelieving Jews, a Perſecution was 
_ raiſed againſt him and Silas his Compa- 
nion; As xvii. 5. by which means they 
were forced to depart. And in order to 
encourage and ſtrengthen them in their 
Sufferings for Cukisr and his Goſpel, and 
to animate and exhort them to ſtand faft 
in the Lox, and abide by his Truths and 
Ordinances, and to live holily and godly 
in this preſent evil World, he wrote the 
former Epiſtle to them, which is ſuppoſed | 
to be the firſt of all the Epiſtles he wrote 
and the ſecond Epiſtle, it is probable, was 
wrote not many Months after the former; 
the principal Deſigns of which are, firſt, to 


ſatisfy 


(3 

ſatisfy them of his continued Affection 
for them; and, ſecondly, to rectify a 
Miſtake which they had run into, from 
what he had ſaid about CRILST's ſecond 
coming, and the End of the World, in 
his firſt Epiſtle, chap. iv. verſe 15. Thirdly; 
To excite them to a holy and circumſpect 
Walking, and diſcharge of all relative 
Duties, as alſo the regular Qbſervation of 
Church Government: And all thoſe Di- 
rections (as well as all the Requeſts and 
Thanksgivings offered to Gop on their 
account through the Epiſtle) are in the 
Names of Paul and Sykuarus, that is, 
Silas; and Timotheus, or Timothy; in whoſe 
Names he begins both thoſe Epiſtles, be- 
cauſe thoſe Brethren were well known to 
the Saints at Thef/alonica ; as alſo to ſhew 
their joint Aﬀections for them ; and per- 
haps, above all, becauſe he deſired to do 
them Honour, though inferior Miniſters 
of the Word of Gop. He begins the 
Chapter where our Text is, with an ear- 
neſt Requeſt, which has in it the Nature 

of 


120 
of a moſt ſolemn Charge, that they miglit 
not be ſhaken or unſettled in Mind; And 
now doe beſeech you, Brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus CHRIST, and by our gathering 
together unto him, that ye be not foon ſhaken in 
Mind, verſes 1, 2. And then he warns 
them of the Appearance of the Mar of 
Sin, the Son of Perdition, verſes 3, 4. by 
whom ſome underſtand Simon Magus, who 
| on account of the pernicious Principles and 
| damnable Hereſies which he taught, may 
perhaps be in part deſigned ; but the full 
Deſcription of this Man of Sin, this Son 
of Perdition, which we have in the Con- 
text, ſuits with none ſo well as the Biſhop 
of Rome, including the whole Hierarchy 
of Prieſts, Monks, Friars, Jeſuits, &. 
which may be deſigned by the Man of 
Sin : or ſometimes a Succeſſion of Prieſts 
is deſigned, and that whole Order intend- 
ed by the High Prieſt, Heb. ix. 7. here 
called the Man of Sin, becauſe exceeding 
ſinful, and abominable in themſelves ; and 
becauſe all kind of Sin is encouraged 
in 
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Co 
in others, by their Indulgences, Pardons, 
Licences, Ec. 


The Apoſtle then ſets forth the dreadful 
Effects of his Power and Influence on 
the Souls of ſome Men, down to the 
Cloſe of verſe the 12th ; where he begins 
to adore, and excites them to adore alſo 
the Riches and Sovereignty of that Grace 
which had diſtinguiſhed them; But we 
are bound to give thanks akvays to Gop for 
you, Brethren, beloved of the LorD, becauſe 
| Gop hath from the Beginning choſen you to 
Salvation through Sanctiſication of the Spirit 
and Belief of the Truth, ver. 13. And having 
renewed his Exhortations to abide ſteady 
in the Faith of the Goſpel, in the 15th 
verſe, and knowing how ineffectual all his 
Endeavours would prove, unleſs ſpiritual 
Supphes, and divine Influences, were 
granted them from the Lokp, he there- 
fore, in the Words of our Text, moſt af- 
fectionately, and with great Solemnity, 


com- 


G 


commits them by Prayer to his gracious 


Care and Keeping. 


In diſcourſing on which Words I mall 
obſerve, 


I. Firſt, The great Objects of the Ap 
ſtle's Prayer, ow Lord Iusus CHRIST; #nl 
even our Pather. hs 9 


II. Secondly, Thoſe Bleſſings of Grace 
which he here gratefully acknowledges his 
and their Intereſt in, as already received. 


III. Thirdly, The Subject- matter of his 
preſent Requeſt for them. 


I. Fit, The great Objects of the Apo- 
ſtle's Prayer; and theſe are, iſt, Our Lord 
Jesvs CnrIsT. | 


When the Apoſtle mentions CnrisT, 
he delights to mention him in his Rela- 
tion to his People: So here, he uſeth a 
Pronoun Poſſeſſive, Oux Lord Jzsus 
CHRIST, for it is Relation and ſpecial In- 

tereſt, 


( 

tereſt, that commendeth and ſweetneth 
CarisT to us; and as the great and bleſ- 
ſed Gop alone is the proper Object of 
divine Worſhip, our Text may furniſh us 
with various Arguments to eſtabliſh the 
Doctrine of our Lord Jzsus CHRIST, his 
proper Deity, and Equality with the Fa- 
ther. Athanaſius made this Uſe of it in 
his Conteſt with the Arians of his Day ; 
for the Apoſtle pays the ſame divine 
Worſhip to the Son as to the Father ; and 
thoſe Bleſſings which Gop alone can be- 
ſtow, are aſcribed to the Son as his own 
proper Gift; and thoſe divine Favours 
which it 1s the peculiar Prerogative of 
Gop to give, are requeſted from Him, 
as well as from the Father : Yea, he 1s 
mentioned in this Place before the Father, 
as the Father is often mentioned before 
the Son ; not to intimate any Superiority, 
but a perfect Oneneſs and Equality. So 
that here we have a Warrant, and a kind 
of Direction, to yield the ſame divine 
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6 
Honours to our Lord Jzsvs Cnr1sT, as to 
Gop the Father. 


The ſecond Perſon addreſſed in the Text, 
is Gop, even our Father. Who is a Cove- 
nant-Gop and Father to all his People: 
To the Apoſtle, and to thoſe Saints at 
Theſſalonica. Yea, He is the Gop and 
Father of our Lord J:sus CurisT ; and 
perhaps one Reaſon why he mentions 
CurisT firſt, is to remind them, that it is 
in and through him, they became the 
Children of Gop ; He having predeſiznated 
1s unto the Adeption of Children by Jesvs 
CurisT 70 himfel, „according to the good 
Pleaſure of his Will; Epheſ. i. 5. and choſen 
us in him, before the Foundation of the World : 
Epheſ. i. 4. and becauſe by Faith in Curisr 
Jesvs we are all the Children of Gop, Gal. 
iii. 26. Not that Faith makes us Children, 


or puts any into this Relation; no, this 


is an Act of his own rich Grace; but 
hereby we who have believed through 
Grace, appear to be ſo, and ſenſibly ex- 
perience that we are ſo. For, Becauſe 

| Fe 


E 
ye are Sons, Gop bath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your Hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father : Gal. iv. 6. Nor is the divine Spi- 
rit excluded in thoſe Addrefles ; for his 
Love and Kindneſs is implied in all this 
Comfort and Conſolation, which they al- 
ready had happily e 


But this leads me, ſecondly, to 2 
ſider thoſe Bleſſings which the Apoſtle 
here gratefully acknowledges his and their 
Intereſt in, as already received ; and he 
divides them into three Branches, 


R I/, Intereſt in the divine Love. 


24h, A Participation of everlaſting 
Conſolation. 


_ 3d, A good Hope through Grace. 


1//, The Apoſtle here gratefully acknow- 
ledges his and their Intereſt, in the divine 
Love; who bath loved vs, in the plural, 
„% Me, as though he ſhould ſay, who was 
ence g Blaſphemer and a Perſecutor, and In- 


B 2 furious ; 


(* 
Jarious; 1 Tim. 1. 13. and of Sinners am 
Chief, ver. T5. therefore, in myſelf alto- 
gether unworthy « of his Love. And You- 
alſo, many of whom, as a Fruit of his 
Love, he hath turned from Tdols ts ferve the 
living and true Gov, 1 Theſſ. i . 9. to whom 
our Goſpel came not in Werd ently, but a 7 
in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
much Aſſurance, 1 Theff. 1.5.” From whence 
he argues their Election of Gop, ver. 4. 
and with them he includes all the Election 
of Grace; Who naTu booed us, in the paſt 
Tenſe; that! is, hath loved us of old, from 
everlaſting ; for ſo Gop declareth reſpect-· 
ing his Love to his Church: T have loved 
aber with ah everlaſting Live, therefore with 
Loving-kindneſ have J drawn thee, Jer. 
xxxi. 3. Who hath loved us; that is, our 
Lord Irsus Car1sT, hath loved us; and 
Go, even our Father, with a peculiar, 
ſpecial Love. And.as the Apoſtle delighted 
much 1 in appropriating the Love of Gon 
and CririsT to himſelf, this teaches us ſo 
to do alſo: this Love of God lies at the 


Bottom, 


4 
Bottom, and is the Source and Cauſe of 
all the Bleſſings we receive in Time, or 
hope for in Eternity. And therefore he 
mentions this firſt, as alſo to encourage 
them to expect what he here n for 
them. ä 


But, ſecondly, he acknowledges his and 
their Participation of everlaſting Conſola- 
- tion. Common Gifts, and all earthly 
Comforts come from Gop, and are to be 
aſcribed to Him ; but theſe arg not here 
intended, for theſe are not everlaſting ; 
they begin i in Time, and are ſhort-lived ; 
at fartheſt continue only tillDeath: There- 
fore ſpiritual and divine Conſolations are 
here intended, ſuch as flow from ſpecial 
Love, and are produced by a Senſe of 
Intereſt therein. The Word ſignifies 
ſomething more than Peace of Mind, or 
ordinary and common Comfort, which 
Gop 1s ſtiled the Gop of, 2 Cor. i. 3. even 
that Joy and Gladneſs with which they re- 
ceived the Word, 1 The. 1. 6. This 

Gon 


L 
Gon had given them, for the World can- 


not, Men cannot, nor can we give it our- 


tives: And he calls it everlaſling Conſolation; 
Gon gives it to whom he loveth, for his 
Love is communicative to all them, and 
none but them he loveth. 


Now though ſome whom Gop loveth 
may not always feel and enjoy this Con- 
ſolation, yet they have a Right to it, and 
Gop hath it in reſerve for them; and 
thou gh the poor Believer's Comfort and 
Joy | is often interrupted, and broke in 
upon by Sin, and Satan, yet it may be 
termed everlaſting, becauſe, firſt, 1t was 
provided in Eternity; Gop's Covenant is 
1 ordered in ALL THINGS, and ſure : 
And this Conſolation is provided amongſt 
the all Things, and was given them in 
CupusT before the World began, 2 Tim. 
n 9. ſecondly, This 1s called everlaſting, 
becauſe founded on everlaſting Things: 
as, firſt, on the everlaſting Love of an 
unchanging Gov, which is ever the ſame 

to- 
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towards the Perſons of his People, through 
all the various Changes which they paſs 
by means of Afflictions, Temptations, 
Darkneſs and Diſtreſs ; ſecondly, on the 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs of CHRIS r. 
through which they are everlaſtingly juſ- 
tified, and completely ſaved from Con- 
demnation, and in which they ſtand com- 
plete for ever. Thirdly, On the everlaſt- 
ing Promiſes of Gop, who hath ſaid, 
T will never leave thee nor forſake thee ; 
Heb. xiii. 5. And though the Mountains 
ſhall depart, and the Hills be moved, yet my 
Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, nei ther 
ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, 
ſaith the Log, that hath Mercy on thee, Ia. 
liv. 10. 


But laſtly, This may be called everlaſting 
Conſolation, becauſe it ſhall endure for 
ever, 1t cannot be deſtroyed in its Foun- 
dation, nor can Men or Devils hinder its 
return, where Gop will cauſe it to flow 

into 
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into the Hearts of his People. And it 
will eventually iſſue in everlaſting Life and 
Joy in the next World, where there is a 
Fulneſs of it and Pleaſures for evermore : 


Pſal. xvi. 11. 


Thirdly, He acknowledgeth Gop had 
beſtowed on him and them a good Hope 
through Grace. Hope is one of the Graces 
of the divine Spirit, which abideth with 
a Believer as long as in this World, and 
which the Saints are often called to exer- 
ciſe. And in its own Nature, Hope is 
a Deſire after and Expectation of ſome 
real or ſuppoſed Good, not yet enjoyed, 
yet attainable; and this is called 2 good 
Hope, in Oppoſition to the Hope of the 
Hypocrite, which is a falſe one, and 
which ſhall periſh. And it 1s a good Hope, 
becauſe, firſt, The Author of it is ſo; 
Gop is its Author: Since He is ſtiled the 
Gop of Hape; it is his own Gift, and 
therefore ſaid to be through Grace, as all 


the other Bleſſings are. 
| Secondly, 


66 
Secondly, The Objects hereof, and the 
Bleſſings hoped for, are all good: Our 
Lord Ixsus CaR1sT is our Hope, 1 Tim. 
i. 1. that is, his Righteouſneſs. and Death 
lays a Foundation for our Hope of Pardon 
and Acceptance with an holy Gop; and 
this only is a proper Foundation for Hope; 
and therefore He is emphatically ſtiled he 
Hape of Iſrael, Jer. xiv. 8. and He is in 
every Believer the Hope of Glory, Coloſſ. 
1.27. And the Bleſſings provided and 
promiſed by Gop, for Soul or Body, for 
Time or for Eternity, are all good, good 
in themſelves, and good for them, and the 
Believer's Hope reſpects them all. 


But laſtly, This Hope is a good one in 
its Fruits and Effects; theſe are various 
and very precious; all which prove its di- 
vine Original: It giveth Boldneſs towards 
Gop, and cauſeth the Saints at Times to 
rejoice in Hope of the Glory Gop; and it 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of Go 


:s ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the Hor 
C GHOST 


wi Gnos r given unto us; Rom. v. 2g, It 
on enables us to endure Hardneſs, as good 
| | Soldiers of Jzsvs CHRIST, to do or ſuffer 
| | the whole Will of Gop patiently ; in a 
| 0 word, it tends to weaken and deſtroy Sin, 
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and invigorate every Grace; for, He that 
hath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even 
"it as Gop is pure, 1 John iii. 3. It looks, 
0 and waits, and longs, in its fulleſt Extent, 
for a perfect Freedom from all Sin and 
1 Sorrow, and to ſee the Loxp Jesvs, and 
| 1 to be like him for ever, to enjoy Gop in all 
1 his Perſons; to be completely holy, and 
completely happy. And O how does this 
engage their Heart to love the Lox, and 
delight themſelves in frequent Contem- 
plations on the Enjoyments and Employ- 
i! j ments of the next World ? But I haſten, 


HI. Thirdly, To conſider the Subject- 
matter of his Requeſt for them ; and this 
may be conſidered in two Branches : And, 
firſt, He requeſts for them an Application, 
Continuance and Increaſe of ſpiritual 


Com- 


ky 


66 
Comfort and Conſolation. Secondly, Con- 
firmation and Eſtabliſnment in the Faith 


and Duties of their Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


And in farther diſcourſing on this Head, 
I would note four Things; 1//, That a- 
midſt all the Afflictions, Temptations 
and Trials of the preſent Life, the 
Saints are at Times ſupported and com- 
forted by the Loo RD himſelf, 2dh, 
What is ſuppoſed or implied in the Apo- 
ſtle's requeſting this for them. 3dly, What 
is intended here, by every good Word and 
Mort; and, 4thly, The Import of this Re- 


queſt, and what it is to be /fabhſbed in 
them. 


1, That amidſt all the Afflictions, 
Temptations and Trials of this preſent 


Life, the Saints are at Times ſupported 
and comforted by the Lox D himſelf. Many 
are the Afflictions, Sorrows and Dangers, 
they are expoſed to from the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; by which means 


Sip - they 


1 
they often ſtand in need of ſpiritual Re- 
freſhment and Comfort; and as Gop has 
graciouſly promiſed this unto them, ſo 
he ſends them a ſuitable Portion of it, 
when and where, to whom, and in what 
meaſure it pleaſeth him; ſometimes by 
one means, and ſometimes by another; 
| but whoever 1s the Inſtrument, or what- 
. ever the Means, Gop himſelf is the Au- 
0 thor of it; I create the Fruit of the Lips, 
| | crying, Peace, Peace, Iſa. lvii, 19. Hence 
bg He is ſtiled e Gor of all Comfort. He 
th ſometimes comforts his People when un- 
1 der a Senſe of Guilt, by Diſcoveries of 
pardoning and forgiving Grace. There- 
fore he gives that Charge to his Miniſ- 
ters: Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, ſaith | 
1 your Gop: Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſa- 
! lem; cry unto her that her Warfare is ac- 
” compliſhed, that ker Iniquity is pardoned, Ila. 
„ xl. 1, 2. Sometimes, he chears and com- 
forts them by Diſcoveries of his ſpecial 
Love towards them, and his Delight in 
them, as conſidered in CukIsT Jesvs ; 


and 
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and by ſhewing them the Glory and Grace 
of his well-ordered Covenant, the Riches 
of his Love in the heights and depths, 
and lengths, and breadths thereof : By 
Views of Cur1sT, his ſuperlative Beauty 
and Excellency ; Communion with Gop, 
and raiſed Expectations of being with 
Him for ever. 


Nor are theſe merely fancied Comforts, 
or airy Dreams, but the ſolid, ſupporting 
confirmingEvidences of IntereſtinCurisT, 
and to which the Spirit bears Teſtimony, 


when he ww:neſſeth with our Spirits, that we 
are the Children of Gop ; Rom. viii. 15. 


2dly, What is ſuppoſed or implied, in 
the Apoſtle's requeſting this for them; 
and here I would premiſe, this does not 
ſuppoſe they were Strangers to, or were 
deſtitute of the comforting and ſupporting 
Influence of the divine Spirit; nor does 
it ſuppoſe they ſtood in need of nothing 
beſides Comfort : But firſt it implies his 
Deſire that Gop would apply the Comfort 


and 
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Wh and Conſolation to them which he had 
graciouſly given, and provided for them 
5 in his Covenant; that he would bring it 
k home to their Hearts with Power, and 
cauſe them to receive it; becauſe Unbelief, 
as far as it prevails, rejects the ſame. 
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Secondly, It implies that the Saints 
often ſtand in need of ſpiritual Comforts 
and Supports; and that none but thoſe 
RR which Gop himſelf imparts, in a way of 
ſpecial Kindnefs, are ſuited to their Wants, 
or can fatisfy the Deſires or Cravings of 
their renewed Hearts, 


Thirdly, It implies, that the comfort- 
ing Influences of divine Grace, are Means 
which Gop uſeth to eſtabliſh true Behevers 
in the Faith and Holineſs of the Goſpel. 
And indeed, it will always be found that 
e Fry of the Lorp is Strength to the Up- 
right; and that a true Experience thereof, 
are the moſt effectual Means to promote 
Holineſs in the Hearts and Lives of God's 

People ; 
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People; notwithſtanding all the Cavils 
of carnal Men, and the Abuſe of Goſpel- 
Grace which is juſtly chargeable on ſome 

of the Profeſſors of it. | | 


Fourthly, His requiring this for them, 
ſuppoſes we are to ſeek it from Gop by 
Prayer alſo ; it is his Prerogative to give it; 
our Duty to aſk it; and though He ſome- 
times keeps a praying Saint long knock- 
ing at Mercy's Door, yet as Prayer honour- 
eth Gop, he often honours Prayer; for, 
he regardeth the Prayer of the Deſtilute, and 
70:1] not deſpiſe their Prayer, Pſal. cut. 17. 


3dly, What is here deſigned. by every 
good Word and Work. Firſt, By every good 
Word, is deſigned all the revealed or writ- 
ten Word of Gon, all the Doctrines, Pro- 
miſes and Commands of the Goſpel ; and 
theſe are called god Doctrines, Prov. iv. 2. 
and 1 Tim. iv. 6. and it is called tbe Mord 
of Truth, 2 Cor. vi. 7. And as all Truth 
is an intellectual Good, whether natural 
Or 


. 


or moral, ſo evangelical Truths are by way 


of Eminence good, and the Word of Gop 
is good, firſt, as it brings good Tidings 
of a Saviour born, Luke ii. 10. and of 
Salvation by him, As xiii. 26. Second- 
ly, This is a good Word, as it is the Word 
of Gop, who is true and faithful in 
himſelf, and whoſe Words are all Faith- 


fulneſs and Truth: The Promiſes and 


Threatnings of it are all true, and ſhall 
have their full Accompliſhment. He is 
good, and doth good, and his Word re- 
veals him as ſuch, in all his Perſons, Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit: it contains Meſſages 
of his Grace, Epiſtles of his Love, and it 
opens the Riches of his Goodneſs to his 
People. 


Thirdly, It is a good Word, as it pro- 
duces good Fruits and Effects, whereever 
it is received in the Love of it, it is the 
Rod of Cukisr's Strength, whereby he 
ruleth in the midſt of his Enemies, P/al. 


ex. 2. It quickneth the loitering Saint, 
and 


C. 
and revives the drooping Soul, and * it. 
the Loxp often reſtores the poor Back- 
ſlider; it is perfect, converting the Soul: 
it is fure, making wiſe the Simple; it 
:s right, rejoicing the Heart, &c, Pſal. 
xix. 7, 8. 2dly, By every good Work, is in- 
tended all ſuch Works of Obedience to 
Gopy's revealed Will which ſtand oppoſed 
to the Works of the Fleſh, and the 
Works of the Devil, and which flow, 
firſt, from a good or right Principle, love 
to Gor, and CHRIST: Secondly, Which 
are directed to proper and right Ends, that 
is, the Glory and Honour of Gop; thirdly, 
which are uſeful to others, and convey 
Good to thoſe about us; ſuch are called 
good Works, 1 Tim. vi. 18. And now he 
prayeth that they may be eſtabliſhed m 
all and every Truth of the Goſpel, and 
every Act of Duty and Obedience: Which 
leads me, 


Fourthly, To conſider what is the Im- 
port of this Requeſt, and what it is to be 
D eſta- 


( 26 ) 
eſtabliſhed herein : Now to be eſtabliſhed 
in every good Word, is, firſt, to truſt in, 
and rely upon the Grace and Promiſes of 
the Word, with Confidence, as the Word 
of Gop which liveth and abideth for ever. 
2dly, To ſubmit to the Precepts and Direc- 
tions of it, as a ſure, inſtructive and ap- 
pointed Guide, as a Rule of Converſation 
in the Hands of the Redeemer, as a Light 
that ſhineth in a dark Place, to which we do 
well to take heed, 2 Pet. i. 19. 3dly, To ad- 
here ſteadily to the Doctrines of it in 
Times of Perſecution and Seduction, 
when the ſacred Truths of the Goſpel are 
deſpiſed and denied by avowed Enemies 
thereto, when any part thereof is oppoſed, 
or in danger of being given up by others, 
through Inadvertency and Want of ſpiri- 
tual Diſcerning; it intimates, we are con- 
ſtantly in Danger, may be ſifted and 
tried, in this reſpect, by the cunning Crafti- 
neſs of them that lie in wait to decerve ; or by 
the Perſecutor's Rage; and that we ſhould 
buy the Truth, and ſell it not at any Rate; 
. and 


G7 
and be valiant for the Truth upon Earth; 
that we need to enter farther into the Na- 
ture of the Word of Gop, and get faſter 
hold of it from Time to Time. | 


Again; To be flabliſhed in every good 
Werk ; is, firſt, to be more conſtantly diſ- 
poſed for the Diſcharge of them; to be 
ready and willing whenever Go calls 
to any Service for himſelf; and to 
fill up that Place in which he has fixed us. 
That we may be enabled by Gop thereto, 
that he would wwork in us, not only to vill, but 
alſo to do, of his oxen good Pleaſure; for the 
Saints are often forced to complain, 70 
will is preſent ꝛcitb me, but how to perform 
that which is goed, I find net ; and, when I 
would do Good, Evil is Vr gent with me * 
Rom. vii. 18, 21. 


Laſtly, That they be not only diſcharged, 
but diſcharged in ſuch a way as may de- 
nominate them good Works, flowing from 
Love to and Zeal for Gop, directed to the 

D 2 Glory 
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Glory of his Name, in oppoſition to all 
hypocritical or partial, and legal or ſelf- 
righteous Obedience. But I haſten to an 
Improvement, which I would endea- 
vour, 


If, In a way of Examination and In- 
quiry. _ 
2dly, Of Direction and Exhortation. 


zaly, Of Encouragement and Conſola- 
tion. 


1½, In a way of Examination and In- 
quiry. You have heard ſomething of the 
Privileges of the Saints, that is, that Gop 
loves them with everlaſting Love ; and 
that as a Fruit hereof, he draws them; 
that they are Partakers of an Hope -that 
15 ſpiritual and divine; and that a- 
midſt all their Afflictions in this State, 
they receive Conſolations from Gop which 
are not few nor ſmall. 


And 


8 Je 

And now, Sirs, give me leave to make 
the Inquiry, have you any Experience of 
theſe Things? Has Gop manifeſted this 
ſpecial Love to thy Perſon, O Profeſſor, 
by a Work of real Grace upon thy Heart ? 
Has the Divine Spirit entered thy Soul 
with Power, and reproved or convinced thee 
of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment, 
John xvi. 8. fo, as to cauſe thee to in- 
quire ſeriouſly after a Saviour ? Has he 
ſhewed thee how defiled, polluted and ſin- 
ful thy Nature is; how lotheſome in the 
Sight of a pure and holy Gop ; and how 
hopeleſs and helpleſs in thyſelf ? Has he 
ſhewed thee the Atheiſm and Unbelief of 
thy Heart ; the evil Nature, and dreadful 
Conſequences thereof ? That Faith in the 
Loxp Jesvs is abſolutely necellary to the 
Salvation of thy Soul; and that whoever 
bel::ves net ſhall be damned? Mark xvi. 16. 
Haſt thou indeed ſeen the Glory and Per- 
fection of his ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, and 
been thereby engaged to long after an In- 
tereſt therein, with an O that I may be 
found 


in 


Wl os 
found in him, not having mine own Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that which 
is through the Faith of Cur1sT ; the Rigbre- 
ouſneſs which is of Gop by Faith? In a word, 
Haſt thou been drawn to the Logp Ixsus? 
| Yea, or Nay. If thou haſt thus accepted of, 
1 or by Faith cloſed in with JesUus CHRIST, 
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Wt thou mayeſt then claim an Intereſt in the 
= ſpecial Love of Ggb, with all the bleſſed 
| 105 Fruits and Effects of it. But on the 
„ other hand, Are there any here who are 
* utter Strangers to a Work of Grace? Have 
A no ſpiritual Sight and Senſe of the deplora- 
3 ble and ruined State in which they are by 


their Sin of Nature and Practice? Who ſee 
no Beauty or Comelineſs in the matchleſs 
Jesus? In vain do ſuch hope for Mercy 
and Pardon at the Hands of Gop; living 
and dying in this State, their Hope ſhall be cut 
off, and prove like a Spider's Web, Job vuil. 14. 
Of what Avail is it to thee, O ſenſeleſs 
and ſtubborn Sinner, that the Love of 
Gop is everlaſting, that it is rich, and al- 
together free, that he fuſtißetb freely by bis 


Grace, 
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6 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Car1sT Jesus? Rom. ili. 24. The moſt 
Hell-deſerving of all the human Race, 
unleſs thou art perſonally intereſted there- 
in. For as the Love of Gon, the Merits 
of the Redeemer's Death, and the effectual 
working of the Holy Spirit, are not of ge- 
neral and univerſal Extent ; ſo we have 
no Evidence of divine Love till, as the 
Fruit of it, we are drawn; for whom he 
did foreknow, he did predeſtinate to be con- 
formed to the Image of his Son; moreover, 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called ; 
and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Rom. 
vii. 29, 30. 


| 2dly, In a way of Direction and Exhor- 
tation: firſt, Let Believers be excited 
hereby to be much in Prayer for the 
comforting and confirming Influence of 
the Holy Spirit of Gop; and you may 
expect theſe, for they are to be obtained : 
| Nor 
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Nor ſhould our own Unworthineſs and 
Backſlidings prevent our Applications; but, 
as Temptations and Dangers ſurround us, 


' theſe ſhould quicken us hereunto. 0 


beg of Gop, that your Heart may be found 
in his Statutes : that he would open your 
Eyes to behold wondrous Things out of his Law, 
Pſal. cxix. 18. That he would root, and 
ground, and ſettle you, in all the Doc- 
trines of the everlaſting Goſpel, and that 
you may not be ſhaken in your Faith con- 
cerning any one of them. 


Many of you have wirneſſed @ good 
Confeſſion before many Witneſſes, and have 
for a long Time teſtified your Love to the 
Truths of CHRIST, by your ſupporting 
this Lecture : Pray for divine Keepings, 
that you may not ſwerve therefrom; 
but that your Faith may abide ſteady in 
the good old Way, even as ye have been 
taught, 


But, 


((-38* ] 


But,ſecondly,let meexhort you not onlyto 
pray for Eſtabliſhment and Comfort, but 
add thereto the diligent Uſe of all other 
proper Means : Search the Scriptures, be 
much in the Study of them, and com- 
pare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual ; from 
them learn the Methods of Grace, and 
the Way of the Divine Spirit in his Ope- 
rations on the Hearts of Men, as a Rege- 
nerator, Sanctifier and Comforter. 


Thirdly, Beware of grieving the holy 


Spirit of Gop, by which the Saints are, 


and by which I hope many of you are ſealed 
to the / Day of Redemption, Epheſ. iv. 30. 
For I am perſuaded, that a Careleſſneſs 
about his Operations, and rejecting his Re- 
proofs and Inſtructions, is one great 
Cauſe of that Carnality and Careleſſneſs 
which he ſuffers many to fall into; and 
which is ſo viſible in the Lives and 
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Converſations of many ſuperficial, trifling 
Profeſſors of this Age, and of that In- 
ſtability and Wavering in their Principles, 
alſo, which 1s ſo much cauſe of Grief to 
others of the People of Gor, and which 
is the Cauſe of ſtumbling to young Con- 
verts, and hardening profane Sinners in 
their evil Ways. 


Fourthly, If you would experience 
Comfort and Eſtabliſhment in the Way 
of the LorD, avoid as much as poſſible 
the Company and Converſation of ſuch 
as are Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of 
the Truth ; many of whom are, as the 
Apoſtle calls them, perverſe Diſputers, &c. 
1 Tim. vi. 5. and their Words will eat as 
doth a Canker, chap. ii. 17. It is exceed- 
ing dangerous to give way to a trifling, 

and diſputing Spirit, and to be gadding 
about after mere ſpeculative Opinions. 
O, Sirs, prize much, and put a high Va- 
lue on the ſound and ſettled grave Miniſ- 


*. 


ters 


( 


- ters of the Goſpel, of whatever Name or 
Denomination ; and whereever you enjoy 
their Labours, count it your ſpecial Mer- 
cy. An evangelical, experimental Miniſ- 
try, 1s the general Means by which the 
Lord builds up his People in their moſt 
holy Faith ; and He makes it the Matter 
of a Promiſe : I will give you Paſtors ac- 
cording to mine Heart, which ſhall feed you 
with Knowledge and Underflanding, Jerem. 


Ul. 1 5. 


Fifthly, Beware of the leaſt Degree of 
Cowardice or Shame, reſpecting the 
Truths and Cauſe of Gop: On all proper 
Occaſions vindicate the ſame againſt the 
Calumny and Reproach which is caſt on 
them; and when Opportunity offers, en- 
deavour to eſtabliſh and confirm others 
in the Truth. 


Sixthly, Remember there is a Connex- 
ion between good Words and good 
E 2 Works; 


K 
Works; for the Truth of Doctrine, 
whereever revived in the Love of it, will 
incline and diſpoſe to a cloſe Walking 
with Gop. And now, Sirs, I do moſt 
earneſtly pray, that the Lox Do may direct 
your Hearts into the Love of Gop ; 2 Theſſ. 
11. 4. and that he may flabliſh your 
Hearts unblameable in Holineſs before GoD 
even our Father, 1 Theſſ. iii. 13. that 
(in the Language of our Text) Our Lord 
Jesus CnR1sT, and Gop even our Father, 


may comfort your Hearts, and flabliſh you 
% every goed Word and Work. 


Laſtly, By way of Conſolation : And 
is it fo, are the Saints of Gop thus highly 
tavoured, are they loved by Gop with an 
everlaſting Love, and are they Partakers 
of this good Hope through Grace? are 
they indeed {upported and comforted by 
the Lonp, amidſt all the Troubles of the 
Way through the Wilderneſs of this World? 
O how ſhould this encourage the droop- 


ing 


* 


6 
ing Soul ; J Gop be for us, who can be a- 
gainſt us? Rom. viii. 31. Be of good 
Chear, O thou poor afflicted Saint, thy 
Gop will lay no more upon thee than he 
will enable thee to bear ; his Grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for thee, and that Portion 
ſhall be given thee (for Soul and for Body) 
which infinite Love hath choſen ; he will 
perfect that which concerns thee, and the 
Work of Faith with Power ; and when 
thy Warfare is accompliſhed, and thou 
art ripe for Glory, then thy Faith ſhall be 
turned into Viſion, and thy Hope in- 
to full Fruition : Thou, who haſt been 
longing and looking for the Mercy of 
our Lord Jzsvs CuRrIsT unto eternal 
Glory, and ſometimes rejorced in Hape 
of the Glory of Gop, ſhalt receive an abun- 
dant Entrance into the Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour JEsUs CHRIST. Let 
thy Soul then be often employed in ad- 
miring Thoughts of this rich Grace, and 
diſcriminating Favour : It becomes thee 
often 
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e 
often to cry out, Why me, LoR D! 
Why me!” and to acknowledge, with the 
Apoſtle, By the Grace of Gon I am what T 
am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. For even amidſt all 
the Sins and Sorrows of our preſent State, 
nom are we the Sons of Gop, and it doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know, that 
Tohen he ſhall appear, ue ſhall be like him, 
for wwe ſhall fee him as he is, 1 John iii. 2. 


And now, the Gop of Peace that brought 
again from the Dead our Lord Jtsvs, 
that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
you perfect to do his Will, working in you 
that which is well-pleafing in his Sight, 
through JEsUs CHRIST, 7o whom be Glory 
fer ever, Heb. xiii. 25. 
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